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FRIGHTFUL © X

' Gas Carelessly Ignited in a 7 ] on

| the Sonth Pacific Cosst Rallroad -
A Foreman and Fourteea Chinese
Horribly Burned, Some of Them
Fatally.

Saw Joss, February 13th. - One of the most dis.
tressiog accidents that bave ever ocourred iu this
oounty took r'..e ot ! No. 2, now belng run
through the Santa Oruz Mountains on the line of
the South Pacific Ooast Rallroad, fcar and = bhall
miles above Alma station, or seventeen miles south.
west of here, about half-past 9 o’clock last evening,
by which one white man - McHyland, the foreman..
and fourtoen Chipamen were 80 severely burned that
it 13 thought eight or nine of the latter cannot sur.
vl The particulars, s8 near aa they cam be
gl from Dr. Potts, who was sent for and taken
out to see the sufferers by & spesial trala about 2
o'clock this morning, are as follows: For several
woeks past, owing to having struck petroleum gas
oozing from fissures in the rock through which the
tunne! e belng run, great osre has been takem to
flash or barn this gas snd carburetted.-hydrogen
socumulation between the blasts, which heretofore,
owing to an engine belng kep: st work pumping
in fresh alr, bad never accumulated to any great ex-
tent, This was dote Oy approashing the ianer end

of the
| B 3 -

. when all was ready, with a lighted
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—
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man, fearing danger, quit, and the foreman, M. O.
Hyland, who is among the injared, was sabatitated
soveral days ago. At the hoar above-named last
night, a8 near as the man selected
approached,
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~ Baw Josm, November 19th. At ten minutes before
12 o’clock, on Monday night, the most dreadfal sc-
‘cident that ever occarred in our county took pisce
AL the north end of Tunue! No. 3, just beyond
Wright's Btaticn, ou the Narrow Gauge Railroad,
sixteen miles southwest from San Jose, caused by
the caiplosion of petrolenms oil ges. For upward of
& year s large gang of coolles have been sngaged
‘under the contractors, Martin & Ballard, in ronoing
atonoe! through the mountsin for the Narrow Gaage
Ratlroad, now being dullt to Semta Urez. BSeveral
‘months ago the workmen cut through rock in ez-
cavating the tuunel, from the fssures of which
crade petrolenm snd petrole 27 7000 jed ; and |
‘despite alr pipes, which wers used to supply fresh |
‘air 1o the interior, the utmoss care had 10 be taken
| tojprevesrt cxpiosions.

~ about five months sgo, the alr-supplyl pipes or
epgine got ont of order, and before 1: 'was fully
repaired an explosion eocurred, by which one o:
two Culpat en were killed, and two white men and
soveral Coinamen badly burped. A Detier system
of ventiiastion was supplied, by sdding an sdditional
ten.inch alr.tupply pipe to the elght Inch one then
in use, BSince then, all Las apparentiy gones well,
and no gas of consequence, or not sullicient t barn,
was noticed. Last Baturday afterancon the men
opsued up

AN ADDITIONAL GAS FISSURK,

Parties who visited the face of the tunnel on
Monday aft:rnoon, scemted the gas, spoke of the
odor and the danger, and hurrisdly leit the place
with the remark that there would likely be an ex.
plosion before six houre. Owing to the Lazard
attending it, it 1s esid, the gas was not flashed out
a8 It was formerly, the faus belog solely depended

on to keep the air fresh snd pure. Oa the night In

Question, just previons to the firet cxplosion, there
were twenty-0ne Obinamen engaged on the face of the
tunnel, 2700 feet ifrom the mouth, under the fore.
manship of a» white man named Perry Hinkle,
Toere was alto a while man named Tom Johnson,
who drove the mule in carting out the rock. The
Iattar was walting for a osr.load of dirt when the
oumumusbmt.wmmmnuawu

A MOST TERRIFI0 EXPLOSION. '

The noise atoused everybody within a mile, and
‘Sbhe casuse was instantly conjectursd. Those {n
the vicinity as scon a8 possible started for the
tapnel. Arriving there, It was found that it was
almost {mposrible to enter on sccount of the smoke,
aud the contractor, Ballard, and a few wmen tried to
‘Roep the Chinamen, who appsared bewildered, from
rushing jn. A few migutes after the fArst arrived,

Took place, This was al 12:20 4. w,, which was
by far more terrific and death dealing than the
Grst. It was a doable

ing the other sc rapidly that the
one. The ciplosion wase preo
from the tanmel, which gave the mailority of thoes

one report follow-
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" THE TUNNEL DISASTER, |

One More Death—Tause of the Explo-
» sion-Soemes at the Tunnel azd in
' the Chinese Camp -Delay 1a Reooy
| erimg the Bodies.

The Ban José H.rald of yeaterday allernoon has a
long account of the disaster In & funnel on the
Narrow.Gaoge Rallroad, from which we extract thbe

following :

Oa the 13:ih of February Iast a ierridle explosion
ocourred in ‘uonel No. 3, on the ¥outh Pacifio Ooast
Eallroad, by wiich about sixieen men wers serl.
ously injared, two or three Ohinsmen subsequently
dyicg from the eff-cis of their wounds. It wes
kopown that the tunne! tapped the ta coutaining
oli, for which men were boring st tUmas 1o the |
Rulch, and very little knowledge of geology or!
wining was required to sstiafy any man of ordinary f
sense that the (onnel would 1o all probability open |
up seams enclos‘ng large gasntities of gag, and that
unless extraordinary precautions should be taken
10 expel the gas sud clear the air in the work.
loge, explosions would follow the biasts. A ten
foch pipe was laid o the tunnel snd & blower em.
tloyed to draw out the foul air, bot this w: s not
sufficient, and It was found necessary to flwsh out
the gas frequantly fa order i) render the work safe |

tuder even ordinary olrcu ustances. But these pre.
cautionn were not complete enough to guaraptss
safely when Iarge bodies of gas rhould t» tappea
suddenly, and the lives of men working on the face
of the tunuel were not worth ten cents insarsuce at
Aoy moment, a4 was olearly demonsteated by the
dissster of February 13ih and subsequent fires that
burned for several days and destroyed much of the
timYer capporting the roof. It 1y appirent to every
onglueer acd miner that a toanel through
fuch s formation a8 that ander Hequel
Bammit osn be properly ventilated culy by
& vertical shat’, and i & ehaft had lewn
sunk whben tho necessity becameo obvious, these
fiighiful accidents would bave been avolied and
Atout thiriy baman lives rsved. The expenss of
tluking a shalt woula be large, of course, as It is
about 650 feet from tho summit to the level of the
funocl, but money #o expended would have been

' well 1nvested. The accident of Mo day night was

in a great degree tho result of foo dy careless.
ness and peglect to heed the warpiogs of previous
experience. Gas bogan to escepe in small quaant'.
ties some hours bsfore the blast, and this ought to
have Losa takon as a0 Indication that further prog-
ress woald relsase a dsngerons awmount of the stufl.
All the men tn thattanne | should have been ordered
out Lafores the cherge was exploded, but that pre-
Csution was wpot taken, snd the resuld was one ¢f

the most frightful holocausts ever knowa on this
coagt,



————

SOENES AT THE TUNKEL,

The vicinity of the tanvel, yesterdsy, presented a
8cene of wreck avd ranlo. Swepping zom the train
at the depot, the fera'd reporter tirst walked up the
track toward the siope of the mouataip, where the
portal yawned biack and wide as the gate of Death,
the grim and awful grave of & score of huwsn belpgs.
A bandred avd fifty feet thiz slde of the entrance,
the root of the blsckswith shop was seen lylog upon
the elope of the hill splintered and booken. A few
steps further on, the stationary eug'ne used to drive
tLhe blowers stood in the debris of & ruined shed,
#ome of the timbers resting upon the boiler coa
leaving & sauall space where the snginser, Winters,
81004 when the sccond cxplosion swept every-
thing movable away. Brokeu timbirs, parts of ma.
chlpery and pipe were strewn around, and standing
amid the ruius one cou!d ja‘ge of the fearinl force
0! tho discharge., The tvuoel was like AL lmmense
cuunou when it belobed forth its deadly nunt.‘nd
wen Who were balf s muilo away tell how they saw
the sheel of fice and smoke leap into the air fa>
Above the tank, some hundreds of ysrda from the
Rigantic muzzle. Around one of the posts that sup-
ported the cogine shed was wrapped a longth ef
sheet.iron plpe, flattened like & piece of paper, that
was driven out of the tunwel like shirapunel from a
columbiad. COoste, hata and other articles of
clothing, lald aside by the men nearly Lsll & mile
luside the bore, csme flying out i the Ssme snd
were scatlered far and wide. A heavy block of
wood was shot from ite position s bundred feet
from the portal and siruck the ex mmast-pipe of the
englue, bonding tho iron cesrly double.

h men bave drawn the soarl sround te neck and ex.

AMNMONG THE WOUNDED,

| From the portal 400 yards down the guich 18 the
Chinese camp, where the wounded are belng carved
[1or, Golug down the siope, & workman roports that
‘one of the poor fellows taten out early In the
cmoruing bad hanges himsell during ths absence of
' his at'ondsnte, and that his body lies iu the Orst
(eabln., Opeaing the door, & uaked bLody, burned
'and lscerstod, meets the eyo. an ezamination
| #hows that the charred hande never could have ad.
 Justed a noove or tied a koot, for the flesh had
| Iteraily been rossted off. The face Is swollen
snd barued, Lesring scircely apy resstablance
to bomani'y-—s bhorrid  spectacle. A ek
scarf 1s twisted ocos sroand the neck and sank desp
tuler tue culu, bat there 18 wo knct or evidence of
one. The neck I3 not stretobed, showing thas the
. body has pot becu ruspended. It is plain that two

erted ali thelr strepgth lu tightening it scr the

windpipe, producing stravgaistion and death. | Uon.
Stable Hall sud Dr. Thorne are called tn and syree
that the poor follow wis helped out of his suflering
by hi's Irienas. Groups of Chinsmwen colleet sbout
the docr, pals, frightened, bat wiil nct come into
fha pregsance of desth. Nobody blam«s the
Chiosman who beld the scart, Is w:s oan
sct eof hawmsnity and ascoording to thoeir custome,
#O Lhe nolversal «« no sabe™ 1y sccepted a8 su suswer
Lo all 1oguiries 1o the matter. Ino the Dpex: eabin,
built of redwood bark, Dr. Thorne, with sleev s
rolied up, sad plles of cotton, bottles of oll, and
#acks ol Boar aronnd bim, is dressing the wonnds of

the injared occu mnt, Thue poor fellow groans with

B v b B N e B e abhfnbbvet a L RN

. BAaa.




Immedistes

% psin of barns and & shattered leg
smputaticn slone will ssve his life, bat ths saper.

siltious Moowollaps will not permit it.  The
woundad man hes & counsin o HSwts  Cruz
who must be oonwl'ed, and, morecver, 8 wan
with ogly one Isg Is no gool and casnnot wo X,
say the OQaloam-n, so the Doctor does ths best he
oan aod turops to the peat, Howme of the Chioawmen
bear the paln with stoical fortitade, snd pone of
them makes much nolee, Hall of one man's scalp is
tarved back, washed asnd replaced, hat he merely
Ercans onoe In s while, The scepe+ in sud around
the oabipe are rickeniog andl make sirong mea shud.
der. 1t 'a Dot out of place to say thas Dr. Thorne s
workiog mobly, g!ving the sams solicitrus care and
Atierniion to the poor Mongzolisns that he does to
wWhite men. Tbhe besthcnd are quick to perceive
this, snd render him eve:y sssistance tn thelr power

TAKING IT EANY,

It is different st the tonne! iteelf., NRbLIpR Is
being dooe all day towsard recovering the lea,
although there {4 & remote possidility of somy one
or two belng alive. The Chinamen olsimn 10 have
rescued ail the living lo the moralog, sad probably
ars right; bat if the dead were white men, the
encive and blower would have been In ruaaing order
bafors this. Contractor Ballard takes it coolly, and
say+4 he will contiuus to work the tnouel fathe old
way for the reasiniog 700 feet,

The Chinsmen refase 10 enter the tanoue! agals
nnder any ciroumestances, and 1t will be diffioalt to
fnd men willing to risk their lives ln such & plice.
From the stalements of the white men, it sppears
that the sscond crplosion wae preceded Ly a violent
biast of atr, driven out by the gss, wh'ch knocked
every one down wpear tre iuune!. Ose man

Was caught by this blast and carrie! pp on
the side of the hill withoat injury. Another
man was thrown from bhis feet, but recovered ana
started to run, whea the second pafl came and laid
bim out agaln. A barrel of coal-tar came flying
through the alr, burst scd completely covered him
with tar, ‘l'nu discouraged him and he lay quist
until the disturbance was over.

The white men Injared are dolng finely. One
more Chinaman died last night. No more Ohlns-
men have bean taken out of the tonnel yet, Work.
men have repaired the blower, and started pumping
out at 1 o'clock. The head Obluamen sre irying to
Kot sotus men 10 go Into the tunnel after the dead,
but have foand no one willing to to in yet. They
will probably get some one in after the blower racs
about twelve bhours. The air pumped out is very
foul sud fall of gas. Twelve or more of the wound.
od were shipped to Sea Francisco to day,

THE LATEST.

Baw Jose, November lmu_lnnlng._‘!'ld_lltnt
news frow the tanpel is shat ono Cainswan dled
this morning snd two this aliernoon, making 21 ta
sll. Thirteen wonuded Obinsmen were taken to
San Frrutieco to day. Noune have been taken from
the tnunel yot. Thoe white men, Hinokle sad Joln-
ttm, will recowi r.

e T T MRS




Daily Alta California, Volume 31,
Number 10813, 21 November 1879

THE TUNNEL EXPLOSION. |

More Dead Bodies Taken Cut—A Hor-
rible Scene—Chinamen Leaving for

San Francisco and Eanta Ciuz—

* Nobody to Blame.”

1 be San Jose Herald ¢f yesterday afternoon, had
the following : A Herald representative left for
Wright's Station this morning, for the purpose of
sscertaining what messures bad been taken In the
matter of removiog the bedies of the Chinsmen
which remsiped in the tunnel after tbe explosion.
At 2 ¢, M., he sent the following report over The

Telegraph Uompany.

"WP‘L.. Seamn ges oul of toe

funue! sll day, and the alr 12 UOW 51) right. At 11
o'clock Martin aud Stillmar panied by sev.
eral Cuinamen, went into the taunel willl & oar Jter
the bodies, and »* " 117 camwe out with (Liee, which
were foupd » distapoe of 190V geet from the

Portal, . der thes wreck of sevela: cars. Retarniog
Bibor fier load, they Jound four more bDodles at
the sa' = % av 4 bromgit thewn out  aet a8 the
fret “. Al thesr mes were among the

#r wd ghly ©f Ub'unmen tha: went id with torches
affer ths test xpioel ., and were not burned much.
They were #v) Uiy thrown sgainet the timbders by
Bhe A’ cxplosion, ss their beads and limbs were

TELEIBLY CRJSHED.

The bodies were Isid cut pear the depot, and the
Chisawen proceeded to dress them, sod put them
in boxes for removal 1o San Frenocisco. The scene
Is borribie in the extreme, vary wany being crushed
and maugled out of all shape, Death must have
been lnstantaneous in most cases. The car has just
gone in with men searching for the bodles of the
first gang, probably 2300 feet from the portal.
Coroner McMahon arrived st noon, sapd sammoned
the following nsmed toact a8 & jury : E Clark,
R.H. Mowbrsy, T. Szaunen, G. Comstock, ¥. Brow-
Dell, Wm. doyt, H. Ackermsn, H. J. Moody and
O, B, Castle. The inguest will be beld this after.
BOOD on the bodies taken out. Many Ubinsmen
have lelt for Ban Franclsco snd Sants Craz, refusing
80 work in the 'nunel any more.

Several of tle others sre not expected to live.
Work iu the tunuel will be suspended for sn indef-
nite period, and 1t 12 not belleved t ALYy Progress
will be made until the contractor the company
abell have sunk & vertical shaft to tap the tunnel in
‘%o rock reglon. No Chinsmen will agaln enter

fGel muder the present arrangement, and it is
“J ' sumed that white men can be found foole
! ‘2OUgEL 10 risk thelr lives there,

LATER,

i @T's, November 20th._.2.30 ». M. _Seved
00 Lave Just been tik:n cul, leaving but
bodies 1o tae tupnel,
ary Las just reiurned a verdiet in the case of

% batch. +« Noboby to biame."”

|



THE CORONER'S VERDICT,

JosE, November 20ih.-The inguest at the
to-day was 8 perfect farce. The jury was
rily selected from men more or less de.
« ' %t upon the worke for business, and the wit.
#. v were nDearly sll ewployés of the contractors.
S estimony was dragped out, showing that
css could have been employed to better protant
e ss of the men, but Coroner McMabon soon
#aw 'Lt the resuit would be the same ID any case,
sod ¢ acluded the lnvesiigation. The jury rendered
s veri ot of sccidental death and nobody to blame,
In the enpe of Ak Wo, sald to have hanged himself,
("« . ry found that be came t0 his death at the
Lan ' of persons unknown. . .

A .. RS L
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T T g ———

The Chinese Sufferers
Ten of the Ohinamen injured by the gas +xplosion
the ‘unoel st Wright's Station, Saata Cruz, snd

Daily Alta California, Volume 31,
Number 10814, 22 November 1879

An Inquest was holdoombocy:ﬁ Low Kawet
Hock, ove of the Chinamen injured dy the recent
foonel explosicn, snod who died on the way to the
city. A verdict of sccidental death was returned,
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